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CHRISTIANITY AND “MORMONISM.”* 


BY ELDER E, L. SLOAN. 


(Continued from page 110.) 


Having briefly examined the bounds 
and extent of the miraculous power vested 
in and exercised by the founders of 
Christianity, let us now glance at its 
manifestations as a point of evidence in 
favour of the divinity of Christ’s mission 
toman. That it formed a strong link 


in the chain of evidence adduced in sup- 


port of his claims, there is no doubt; but 
that it was as overwhelming in its nature 
and character as is generally supposed, 
we are by no means disposed to admit. 

In the first place, the Jews were, or 
ought to have been, well acquainted with 
the nature and character of miraculous 
manifestations ; for the whole history of 
the children of Israel sparkled with 
glorious panoramic scenes of the might 
and power of Jehovah signally and 
ed for and amongst them. 
And not only did their ancient records 
Point out multitudinous instances of God’s 
manifested power, but they bore un- 
mistakeable testimony to the fact that 
+ had been wrought by individuals 
Ps were acting in direct opposition to 

purposes of Heaven, such as the 
mo cree of Egypt, who, by their won- 
Wrought in opposition to and in the 


| 


| 


presence of Moses and Aaron, encouraged 
and strengthened Pharaoh in his rebellious 
course towards the requisitions of Jehovah 
made through his servants. Hence, with 
this knowledge of the past, the ancient 
Pharisees, unwilling to admit the truth, 
declared that, through Beelzebub, the 
prince of devils, Jesus did cast out 
devils, and demanded of him a sign 
From heaven, the casting out of an evil 
spirit from a dumb man, so that he spake, 
(Luke xi. 15, 16,) being insufficient to 
convince that the Jesus who so 
plainly denounced their guile and hypo- 
crisy was the Christ who was to come. 
As mm these latter times, when those born 
dumb have been made to speak by the ~ 
wer of God, (Mill. Star, Vol. IL, 
a generation which condemns 
Jews for rejecting the testimony of mira- 
cles sneers at the substantiated fact, and 
modern Pharisees demand a “sign from 
heaven” to convince them, like their pro- 
ext, mi uring 
the first century of the Christian era 
were not near so numerous as many 
imagine. The New Testament certainly 
contains, for so small a book, an account 


Morm onism” is 
believe in by our Mormonism” 


word, it being an epithet fastened on tle system we 


and Christianity ate essentizlly the same, 


| 
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of many miracles; but to arrive at a resented itself on the occasion of i 
correct conclusion relative to whether | his first miracle. A marriage feast fo 
these miracles were numerous in point of | him at Cana of Galilee, which, according 
time, we must consider not only the size|to the Jewish custom would necessarily 
of the book, but the lapse of time covered | bring togethera numerous party—relatives 
by it asa record. Small as it is, the | and friends of the bridegroom and bride. 
minor part of it, from Matthew to the | That their social position was superior to 
close of the Acts, embraces, according to | the poorer classes of the people, the 
acknowledged chronology, a period over | presence of servants amply proves. There 
sixty years; and when we consider again | he first displayed the miraculous power 
that many incidents are repeated by each | which he possessed, by turning water 
of the four Evangelists, it will be seen | into wine; but who were the witnesses? 
that, numerically, the recorded instances | Did he call together the governor of the 
of miraculous power do not really om feast and the invited guests, that 
the prominent position usually assi might be pr ared to testify of it? Di 
to them. It could be proven, if facts| he assemble the respectable? Doubtless, 
were collected, that there have been | some of the pious members of society con- 
more visible manifestations of the power | gregated there, whose voice would have 
of God displayed in any one Conference of | been listened to by the influential men of - 
the Latter-day Church in England, since | thenation? Did he call them all together, 
the introduction of the Gospel to these|that they might declare his wondrous 
lands, substantiated by thousands of — in the regions round about? No; 
living witnesses in and out of the Church, | but the only witnesses to the fact were 
than are recorded in the entire New| the servants, whose assistance he could 
Testament; and if these were multiplied | not well have dispensed with, as their 
by the experience of all the Saints in| services were required to fill the 
every Conference and Mission throughout | with water, and carry that water, w 
the world of a church but thirty years| changed into wine, to the governor of 
established, an array of miraculous tes- | the feast,—a most unlikely course of pro- 
timony would be adduced such as no other | cedure, if he had desired to convince the 
generation ever had presented to it. Yet|people' by the working of miracles. 
this generation condemn the Jews, while | Again, we find him healing a leper, and 
‘they are a hundredfold more culpable | strictly-charging him not to tell any man 
themselves. of it, (Matt. viii. 3, 4,)—which, if he had 
Again: The object of miracles was | desired to give publicity to his miracle, 
not to convince unbelievers, nor does any | would have been either silly or hypocritical; 
recorded instance prove that such was | and surely no professing Christian would 
the case, but to bless those who had | dare prefer either charge against the Son 
faith, and to strengthen the testimony of | of God. After this, we find him in his 
believers. From a misconception of the | own city, and there curing a man sick 
nature and limits of the power enjoyed | of the palsy, or something like a shivering 
-iu early apostolic times, added to the| numbness; but wasthis individual brought 
fact of miracles gradually decreasing in| to him that the people might have 
number and point of magnitude, and |“ sign” to convince them? So far from 
_ eventually ceasing, the idea originated }this being the case, it was by the very 
that they were intended only for the| manifestation of their faith that his 
_ introduction of Christianity, and were no | bowels of compassion were stirred withiD 
| longer needed after it was established. | him, and he a ae down upon the sufferer 
t A careful analysis of those wrought| that blessing which he needed and de- 
p during the career of Jesus and subsequent | sired; and so ignorant. of his true charac 
to his crucifixion dissipates this idea; for | ter were the people by whom this a 
if they had been intended to be used as|of healing was witnessed, that “they 
. Mroagly overpowering evidences of the/ glorified God which had given such 
divinity of his mission, publicity would| power unto men.” (Matt. ix. 2, 5) 
_ have been courted on every available When a Greatrakes, somewhat ove 
_ ovcasion, instead of being sedulously | two centuries ago, healed the sick by the 
shunned. Ifhe had wanted to inaugurate | touch of his hands, the people 
his mission with a significant display of | God for .such power being committed 1 
his power, @ most favourable opportunity! man; but when in our own time tl 


— 


and streagth upon man 


of Jairus to life; but, in 


- divinity 2 


uniformly 
' What so easy as for the acute 
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Priesthood go forth and heal the 
sick by the fayi ago of hands in the 


‘game of Jesus, their claims are repudiated 


themselves cast out as evil, because 
claim the commission of Heaven as 
their warrant and — i. calling 

to repentance, while t minister 
bless te those suffering under the 
jnfirmides of humanity. Again, we find 
two blind men following Jesus, crying, 
«Thou son of David, have mercy upon 


EE 


- gs,” and desiring to have sight given unto 


them. Did he take these men and gather 


his opposers, that he might con- | 


found and convince them by a display of 
his power? So far from such being the 
case, he quietly asked them, “ Believe ye 
that I am able to do this?” and upon 


‘their answering, “ Yea, Lord,” he tou 


their eyes, saying, “According to your 


. faith be it unto you.” It seems that they 


faith sufficient to be healed, for they 
received their sight. But, instead of re- 
quiring them to bear testimony of it, he 
© straitly charged them, saying, See that 
po man know it.” (Matt. ix. 27—30.) 
Of necessity, during the period which 


had elapsed from his setting forth to pro- 


¢daim his mission up to the time when 
this last case of healing occurred, he must 
have poured forth the blessings of health 
invalid and 


‘sufferimg to establish such faith in his 


_ power; but we can only reason of the 


course by him generally from the 
incidents recorded. Immediately previous 
to this we find him raising the daughter 
oing so, did he 
pursue a course calculated to strike the 
people with awe at such a miraculous 
act, and compel them to believe in his 
i Not so; for he told them she 
was not dead, but sleeping, and turned 
them out of the house, having no witnesses 
but her tather and mother, with Peter 
end John,—all believers in his power and 
mission; and in their presence he called 
upon her to arise. Sucha course of action 
ued by him was, according 
to moderna logic, open to grave suspicions, 
ics to 
suppose and give publicity to their sup- 
positions that the girl was not dead, but 
inatrance, from awakened 

y some peculiar secret she possessed. 
“Why,” doubtless, they queried, “did he 
turn the people out, if his power was true 
and legitimate, and there was no fraud 


Practise” Doubtless, too, they shook 


11S 
‘their sapient beards, as their modern 
brethren do their wise heads, at the cre- 
dulity of the ignorant. multitude, and. 
hinted strongly at the power of imagina- 
tion on the part of the palsied man, and 
imposition in the case of the blind men, 
questioning the fact of a “Sabbath- 
breaker”—a “friend of publicans and sin 
ners” —a “gluttonous man” and a “wine= 
bibber ” puree such works ; for Jesus 
had all unenviable epithets 

to his character by his pious (?) contem- 
poraries; and if did find themselves 
compelled to admit that some strange and. 
miraculous works had been performed, 
how easy it was to bring up the case of 
the magicians, or cite instances of wizards 
and those having familiar spirits of former 
times, justas now nointelligent (pious 
or respectable (?) person would for a sing 
moment believe that “a emg 


founder is furnished on such unimpeach- | 
able testimony ! Reverend divines! truth- 
loving editors! assisted by virtuous and 
e(!) officials and judge, and a host of 
onest-minded (!) men and women, who, 


‘by the merest chance in life, effected 


their escape from the “Mormon Pande- 
monium,” or, in other language, from the 
grasp of broken laws, as the “ wine- 
bibbing,” “gluttonous,” and “ devil-pos- 
sessed” character of Christ was drawn by 
solemn-faced Pharisees, pious teachers of 
the people, noted for their long prayers, 
and other equally respectable, trustworthy, 
and truth-loving individuals. 
There was a peculiar and igni 

fact connected with the preaching of the 
Gospel eighteen centuries ago, and one 
that is associated with it now, which it 
might be well to notice here. It was 
almost invariably that portion of soojety 
known ‘as the ignorant poor that follow 
Jesus, rejoiced in his teachi had 


and 
faith in his miracles. It is the 
who in this gremation have been 
recipients of Gospel blessings, and have: 
been witnesses of the power of God 
manifest, The credulous,” blind,” 
and “easily-deceived” multitude 


| theie 


testimony, by their presence and voice, 
appreciation of the works and. 


ched 

and bar-room fiddier like Joseph Smith,” 
as his enemies represent him, or “ licen- 
tious polygamists,” as the Latter- 
day Saints are represented to be, could 
do.anything savouring of the miraeulous 
by the power of God. And besides, this 
character of the Saints and_ their 


teachings of Jesus; but that testimony 
was repudiated and explained away by 
the philosophers, divines, and pietists of 
that generation; and it is the “ credulous 
-and gullible” poor who now bear tes- 
‘timony in thousands of cases to the visible 
blessings of God towards them; yet their 
testimony is rejected by a generation that 
swill yet come bending for blessings and 
salvation to the Israel of the last days. 
‘Why, the very individual called back to 
” fife, after being dead for days, the greatest 
miracle recorded of Jesus, was, as far 
as we have any account, very poor, if not 
a common pauper. His sisters were poor, 
and, of necessity, their associates were 
poor; for when did the rich mingle in 
their associations with the poor? Yet 
Jesus loved him, called him from the 
tomb, and restored him to his mourning 
family, not to convince the people of the 
divinity of his mission—not to compel 
them to believe on his name, but through 
his love for Lazarus and his sisters, whose 
faith called into action the power of 
Christ on behalf of their brother. Were 
the witnesses to that miracle believed by 
the Seaders of the Jews when they testified 
of it? If they were, then those to whom 
they testified acted in a most strange 
manner when they counselled together 
that they might put to death a man who 
had just been called from the dead to 
active life in their midst. That Jesus 
walked upon the water, the Evangelists 
declare; but who were his witnesses? 
Why, his own disciples; and the same: 
individuals only could testify that he 
calmed the raging wind. Was it likely 
that an unbelieving people would credit 
-. these miracles upon the testimony of his 
associatesalone? He fed a vast multitude 
with a few loaves and fishes; but who of 
that multitude were witnesses of the 
miraculous increase of food? Evidently 
not all, if any but a few; and they were 
those most closely associated with him,as he 
counselled with his Apostles on the matter, 
_ amd made them his instruments for 
“serving the many. 

The truth of the miracles performed 
‘by Christ is not fora moment questioned, 
‘but their influence as an evidence of his 
_ mmission is greatly over-rated, and their 
validity and the heaven-born power by 
«which they were wrought was questioned, 
at the time, upon grounds equally as 


CHRISTIANITY AND MORMONISM,’” 
j miracles greater than these ? 


Thea 
claims were greater. He claimed to 
the direct Son of God, and his 
in putting. forth that 
sidered so blasphemous by the 
whose ears rang the (to them) mys 
of “ Hear, O , the Lord oar 
is one Lord,” that they consklered 
were doing God’s service in putting 
to death. Joseph claimed to be a 

het and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, 

is claims have been substantiated 
many mighty miracles; yet those elaims 
seemed so blasphemous in the eyes of 
this generation, that they did net cease 
their persecutions of him till his life. 
blood sealed his testimony. “ Had Christ 
only professed to be a Prophet,” doubtless 
the Jews said, “ we could have borne with 
him.” If Joseph Smith had only pr 
fessed to be a good uninspired man, sa 
the world would have wandered after 
him. But so it has been im all age: 
God’s commissioned and appointed ones 
have been rejected, perseeuted, and 
martyred for the truth’s sake; and, 
strange to say, their murderers always 
took away their lives because they were 
so blasphemous that they were unfit to 
live! Ie is true that Jesus said, * Beheve 
me for the work’s sake,” —not beeause he 
he had done the works among them that 
he might convince them, but because,. 
having appealed to their reason and judg- 
ment in vain, he could leave them with- 
eut excuse, by showing them that even 
their grosser senses might have been 
satisfied. 

The claims of the Latter-day Work 
have been sustained by miracles significent 
and numerous in every country under 
heaven where the Gospel has been pro- 
claimed and received. The dumb have 
been made to speak,—the blind to see; the 
ears of the deaf have been unstopped, the 
sick have been healed, and even the.dead 
have been restored to life by the power of 
God through the ministrations of bis se¥- 
vants; and the voices of those who hare 
experienced this power have been 
in gratefal testimony.of it on every soil 
where the everlasting Gospel has struck 
root, verifying the promise of the great 
Founder of Christianity, that “these sig0* 
shall follow them that believe.” — 

After the crucifixion of Jesus, the power 
of God attended the ministrations of, bis 


i 


a 


£. 


wk? 


solid as the validity of the latter-da 
‘miracles are questioned. Were those 


y| servants, sustaining, comforting, aod 


cheering the hearts of those who, in their 
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aingleness of heart, despised the shame 
and feared not the 
them by blinded zealots, who, mad- 
dened against the truth, satiated their 
fierce spirits with the blood of the unof- 
fending and peace-loving “ Christians,” as 
their compeers of this generation have 
mocked, and persecuted to the 
the successors 
priaciple of those early sufierers an 
= even the “ who would 
shave blessed them, and still are desirous 
of blessing them with the knowledge and 
power of the principles of eternal life. 
Let us look at one or two of the 


miracles wrought by the early Apostles, 


favour of Christianity to unbelievers. 
The first miracle recorded in the “ Acts” 
is the restoring of a lame man to the use 
of his limbs. But who were witnesses to 
this restoration? The man who was 
healed. The people saw him walking, and 
knew he had been lame; but there is no 
evidence to prove that any person wit- 
nessed his restoration to strength besides 
Peter, John, and himself; and the amount 
of credence placed in their testimony by 
the rulers of the people is evidenced in 
the fact of their being imprisoned the 


same day. The death of Ananias and 


Sapphira occurred in the presence of be- 
lievers only, and could easily have been 
accounted for by natural causes, such as 
an attack ef paralysis or a sudden fit of 
apoplexy. In fact, had it got noised abroad 
that Pecer was accessory to their death, 
he would most likely have been taken 
and tried for murder. There is no doubt, 
at any rate, that such would be the case 
now. Paul shook a viper off his hand, 
not to convince the people, but through 
faith he realized the promise made to all 
believers. To show how a simple cir- 
camstaice may be magnified into some- 


rsecutions heaped 


weigh their value as evidences’ in | 


thing of importance, I will quote the- 
following incident :—Paul was : 
at Troas; and being somewhat ia: 
his discourse, a young man who was im 
the con tion sank into sleep, and, 
while sleeping, fell down some distance, 
and was taken up dead; in other words, 
he was badly stunned. The people na- 
turally were considerably alarmed at thea 
circumstance; but Paul, looking at 
saw that he was not really dead, and told. 
them not to trouble themselves, for his life 
was inhim. After some time, the youth 
recovered from the effects of his fall, amd: 
the people were much comforted that 
nothing serious had happened. And this 
little incident simply narrated by Luke is: 
magnified into a great miracle, even to 
restoring a person to life. The sick were 
healed by aprons and handkerchiefs taken 
from the body, of Paul: but would the 
sceptic, the highminded, and the unbe~ 
liever receive that as evidence of the truth 
of Christianity? or would they sneer at 
the credulity of the Nazarenes and talk oft 
the power of imagination, even as the 
moderns to sneer at the sick being 
healed, not only by the laying on of hands, 
but by as simple a means as touching the 
staff of Heber C. Kimball when preach- 
ing in this very Lancashire where Lam . 
now 

Time and space would fail to notice alE 
the instances of miraculous power | 
played in a former age which arerecorded > 
but what is written may suffice to show: 
that the testimony of miracles was and is. 
a powerful evidence of the truth of the 
Gospel, both in former and latter times, 
to believers. But to those who desire 
to doubt, and are unwilling to receive 
the truth, Satan is ever ready and able 
to furnish reasons for rejecting this 
or any other testimony which might be... 
adduced. 


* (To be continued.) 
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[March, 1844. 


Alo a letter to myself from Lyman 


‘Wight and ethers :— 


of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and 
to the Twelve Apostles, greeting :-— 


Believing a concert of action in all things 


“Black River Falls, Wisconsin Territory, | in this Church to be highly important, we 


Feb. 15th, 1844.. 


deem it necessary, under existing circum— 


To Joeeph Smith, President of the Church | stances, to make you acquainted with eur 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


wiews, feelings, and and spiritual 
"prospects, as they now e 

We wrote you last fall a fall and com- 

description of this country as high as 

the falls on Black River, without exaggera- 

tion, giving a slight description of the 


With the exception of several renegadoes 
and false brethren, things passed smoothly 
on until some time in the month of January, 
when we were visited by three different 
tribes of Lamanites upon the most friendly 

- terms, receiving us as their counsellors, 
-both temporal and spiritual. 

The names of tliose tribes are Menomanees 
Chippewa, and Winnebagoes. They informed 
us that all the land above the falls belongs 
to the Menomanee tribe, and that the agents 
and the Governor, the general agent in 
the north-west of all the Indian affairs, had 
agreed with them to remove all the Weber 
men from Black River, Chippewa, and 
LLemanware rivers, by their request; but 
after a lengthy conversation with them, 


they felt to treat us as their friends, and not 


their enemies. 

We dispatched two messengers—namely, 
George Miller aud Cyrus Daniels, to go 
immediately to Wisconsin, where they met 
with the agent, who gave them to under- 

stand we could get the timber, which is 
already cut, at a reasonable rate; and for 
any future prospect we will be under the 
necessity of entering into a contract. 

We calculate the present prospect for 
‘lumber betwixt this and the last of July 
next will be from eight to twelve hundred 
thousand feet, which we deem will be all- 
sufficient to finish the two houses, which 
will accomplish the mission cn which we 
started to this country. 

We, therefore, as a branch and a member 
~of the body of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints chose the following com- 
mittee—-namely, Lyman Wight, George 
Miller, Pierce Hawley, Phinehas R. Bird, 
and John Young, to correspond with your 
reverend council, giving you our views con- 

| erning matters and things, and requesting 
your counsel on the same. 

This committee views it inexpedient to 
‘purchase standing timber on so rapid and 
unnavigable a stream for the purpose of 
making lumber to gain wealth. — 

The Lamanites owning this land, not- 
‘withstanding their great anxiety to receive 
the Gospel and the Book of Mormon, havea 
wtrong desire, if counselled by us so to do, 
to go south-west, where game is more 
plenty, as their only resource here for aliving 
is the pitiful annuities and proceeds from 
‘their pine timber, which timber is the only 
inducement to the Government to purchase 

“their lands. 
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This committee is therefore led to takes 
brief view of the south and western part of 
North America, together with the 
Texas, West India Islands, and the adjacent. 
islands to the Gulf of Mexico, together with 
the Lamanites bordering on the United 
Territories from Green Bay to the Mexican 
Gulf, all crying with one voice, throngh the 
medium of their chiefs, Give us an under 
standing of your doctrine and principles, for 
we perceive that your ways are equal, and 
your righteousness far exeeeds the right.. 
eousness of all the missionaries that we: 
have yet become acquainted with,—that your 
conduct with one another is like that of 
| ours, and that all your feasts and attendant. 
ceremonies are precisely jike ours. 

Your servants, the committee, have viewed: 
the Colorado river, with all its beantiful. 
hills and valleys and fertile soil, with deep 
regret, when viewing the countless thou-. 
sands of inhabitants on either side thereof, 
without the knowledge of God or the doe. 
trine of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, and say in their hearts, 
Would it be expedient to form a mission of 
those true and full-blooded Ephraimites, 
who, from principle and the love of the 
truth, have borne the most extreme burdens, 
fatigue, and hunger, to proseente the mis- 
sion, to procure lumber sufficient to build 
the two houses, to open the door to all the 
regions which we have named, which regions 
have never yet had an opportunity to hear 
the Gospel and to be made acquainted 
with the plan of salvation? or shall they 
continue to suffer the fatigues of hunger, 
wet, and cold, in a rigid, inclement climate, 
for the pitiful sum that it shall avail them, 
after undergoing those hazardous perils? or 
shall they, like Timothy and Titus, with 
Paul, hazard the perils of sea and land 
through the Southern States and West 
India Islands, and all the Lamanite world, 
go forth and proclaim to them the Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
teach them to build up Zion? | 

Are there not thousands of the rich 
planters Who would embrace the Gospel, 
and, if they had a place to plant their slaves, 
give all the proceeds of their yearly labour, 
if rightly taught, for building up the king- 
dom, being directed by the Presideat of the 
whole Church to make the right applica- 
tion? We answer, Yes, we believe they 
would. 
| Your servants, the committee, are of the 
opinion that a concert and reejprocity of 
action between the North an@ thie South 
would greatly advance the building up of 
the kingdom. 

The committee is well informed of the 

who live 


Cherokee and the Choctaw nations who 
between the State of Arkansas and the 
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the printing of tracts, evidences of the Book 


‘tolved that both productions be sent with- 
conelude by sub- | 
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Colorado river of the Texas, owning large 
plantations and thousands of slaves, and 
that they are also very desirous to have an 
interview with the Elders of this Church, 
npon the principles of the Book of Mor- 


This committee is of the opinion that they 


can choose soldiers for this expedition who} 


are as undeviating in the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ and the Book of Mormon 
as the sun in his daily course, and as inde- 
fatigable in their exertions in this cause as 
the earth is in its daily revolution. 

This committee. views it as a matter of 
investigation, Whether would the Southener, 
with his slaves and abundance of wealth, do 
better to take them to some slave-holding 
point, keep them in lively exercise according 
to his former customs and habits, turning 
over his yearly proceeds into the hands of 
the Trustee-in-Trust for the whole Church, 
orto abolish slavery and settle himself in a 
climate uncongenial to his nature and en- 
tirely derogatory to his former occupations 
in life? 

After having procured the lumber for 
those two houses, the committee is of the 
opinion that the preaching the Gospel 
and raising funds in the South would be a 
far more speedy way of accomplishing the 
work than any other that could be intro- 
duced at the present time. 

We, your servants, therefore, will wait 
patiently the result of your council, and 
submit ourselves to the same with all cheer- 
fulness, our only object being to advance} 
the cause and kingdom of God, stand ready 
to take hold wherever your wise council may 
consider it to be of the most advantage. 

This committee view with deep regret 
the many different teachings this Church 
has received concerning the distribution of 
their property, such as raising funds for 


of Mormon, and pamphlets of various de- 
scriptions, which we consider has not ad- 
vanced the cause in the least degree, but 
has tended directly to sap the foundation of 
building the houses. 

We therefore believe that no n em- 
bracing the doctrine of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints should give any 
part or parcel of the property without a 
direct counsel, written or oral, from the 
First Presidency of the Church, 

ereas the committee having appointed” 
George Miller and Lyman Wight to write 
views of the committee, each wrote 
we and apart, having laid the same 
ore the committee, the committee re- 


out alterations. 
_ We, the ¢ 


| 


Uribing ourselves your friends and well- 


wishers in the Lord, praying a speedy 

answer from your worthy council, or the 

wordofthe Lord, | 
Lyman . 
Grorce MILugR, 
Puinenas R. 
Pizrce Haw ey, 
Joun Youne, 

Select Committee to write expressive of 
the views of the Branch of the Church 
at Black River Falls. 

JoserH Smiru, Sen., P. C., 
Brienam Younae,*P. T., 
Ricuarps, Clerk.” 


And went into council on the subject 
matter of those letters during the re- 
mainder of the evening. | 

Monday, 11th. At home till 9; then 
spent the day in council in the lodge 
room over Henry Miller’s house. | 

Present—Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 
Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard’ 
Richards, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, 
John Taylor, George A. Smith, William W. 
Phelps, John M. Bernhisel, Lucien Wood- 
worth, George Miller, Alexander Badiam,- 
Peter Haws, Erastus Snow, Reynolds Ca- 
hoon, Amos Fielding, Alpheus Cutler, Levi 
Richards, Newel K. Whitney, Lorenzo D= 
Whasson, and William Clayton, whom I 
organized into a special council, to take 
into consideration the subject matter con- 
tained in the above letters, and also the 
best policy for this people to adopt to 
obtain their rights from the nation and 
insure protection for themselves and cbil- 
dren; and to secure a restingplace in the 
mountains, or some uninhabited region, 
where we can enjoy the liberty of conscience 
guaranteed to us by the Constitution of our 
country, rendered doubly sacred by the 
precious blood of our fathers, and denied 
to us by the present authorities, who have — 
smuggled themselves into power in the 
States and nation. 


Tuesday, 12th. At homein the morn- 
ing. At eleven, a.m., I told brother 
Cole I wanted the room over the store for 
more important purposes, and wished him 
to remove the school to Henry Miller’s 
house immediately ; which he did. 

The brethren who were in Council 
with me yesterday assembled there in 
the afternoon and evening. 

Gave the following recommend to 
Elder Orson Pratt :— 

City of Nauvoo, Ill., March 12,1844. 
To whom it may concern :— | na 

We, the Mayor and Recorder of said city; 
do certify that Orson Pratt, E-q., the 
bearer, a Councillor in the City Council of 


said city, is sent as an agent by the autho- 
rities of said city or corporation to transact 
such business as he may deem expedient ana 
beneficial for the community which he repre- 
sents; and as such agent and gentleman of 
principle and character, he by us is recom- 
mended to the due consideration of all the 
executive officers of the Government, both 


. houses of Congress, and gentlemen gene- 


rally of the United States. — 
~A In witness whereof we have 
Corpo-) hereunto set our hands and 
ration > affixed the’seal of said corpora- 
; Seal. tion at the time and place 
aforesaid. 
Josern Smita, Mayor. 


Ricuarps, Recorder.” 


_ A dull cloudy day. 
_ A meeting of the inhabitants of the 
Tenth Ward was held this evening at the 
school-house on the hill, in Parley-street, 
to take into consideration the propriety 


EDITORIAL. 


of establishing a store on the principle of 
co-operation or reciprocity. The sub. 


ject was fully investigated, and the be. 


nefits of such an institution clearly 
pointed out, 

The plan proposed for carrying out 
the object of the meeting was by 
of five dollars each. | 

The leading feature of the institution 
was to give employment to our own 
mechanics, by supplying the raw mate. 
rial, and manufacturing all sorts of 
domestics, and furnishing the necessaries 
and comforts of life on the lowest pos. 
sible terms. 

A committee was appointed to draft a 
plan for the government of said institute, 
to be submitted for adoption or amend- 
ment at their next meeting; after which, 
an adjournment took p till next 
Tuesday evening, at half-past six o'clock, 
at the same place, 


(To be continued.) 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1861. 


_ IMPORTANCE OF THE SACRAMENT.—There are various causes for the Joss of the 


Spirit and decrease of faith ameng the Saints—adukery, lust, murmuring against 


the’ Priesthood, neglect of prayer and ‘other duties, &c., &c.; but there is, perhaps, 
no single cause more frequently productive of these evil consequences than the par« 
taking of the sacrament by the Saints while in possession of a wrong spirit and 


, feelings. ‘To commit adultery, every one who has had any experience or understand- 


ing of the work of God knows, will inevitably result, unless speedily and sincerel 
_ repented of, in the apostacy of the aculterer. 
sins, though the denial of the faith by the one thus sinning might not follow the 


f 


sinful act so quickly as in the other instance. But the partaking of the Lord’s 


Supper appears almost to be so unimportant in the estimation of some, (probably 


_ through partaking of it often,) that they think it a matter of no consequence whatever, 


whether they are at that time filled with love to God and their brethren, or whether 


they are filled with enmity,—whether they eat and drink in remembrance of the 


Lord Jesus, or whether his death and sufferings are never thought about by them. 
The eating of a piece of bread, or the drinking of a little wine, or its substitute, 
under ordinary circumstances, might not be expected to excite any particular 


emotions in those thus partaking; but it is nothing less than solemn mockery for 


men and women, professed followers of the Lord Jesus, to assemble together and unite 
in a prayer to have the bread and the contents of the cup blessed and sanctified to their 
souls, and then eat and drink with feelings of enmity in their bosoms to some one of 
more individuals of the same faith and hope with themselves, and in total forgetful- 


- ess of their Lord and his precepts. No individual, whether officer or members 


So also in the commission of other 


| 
4 
1 
1 
‘ 


_ EDITORIAL, 


an res days; for he wrote to the Corinthian Branch of the Church that, in 


consequence of their partaking of the Lord’s Supper unworthily, many were weak: 
and sickly among them, and many had slept. 

The Lord Jesus himself attaches so much importance to the sacrament, that he 
ims commanded his servants not to knowingly suffer any one to partake of his flesh 


ue a course this kind escape Such faith 


- and blood unworthily when they shall minister it. They are required to forbid such, } 


because they who eat his flesh and blood unworthily eat. and drink damnation to 
their souls. 

This places the Elders under solemn obligations to see that iniquity does not exist 
among the Saints; for iniquity of any kind would render whoever practised it un- 
worthy of this ordinance. If there are feelings of enmity in the bosom of one 
against another—if there is evil speaking one of another, those harbouring such 
feelings, those giving utterance to such sentiments, cannot partake of the Lord’s. 
Supper without incurring his displeasure. Entertaining such a spirit and such feel- 
ings causes them to be unworthy, and they have need of repentance. Those who eat 
the flesh and drink the blood of the Lord should always remember him, and should 
b+ filled with perfect love for him and for their brethren, and upon no other principle 
can they expect to have his Spirit to be with them. We feel satisfied that there is a. 
feeling of apathy and carelessness upon this subject which should not exist among: 
the Saints. To show the nature of the obligation we take upon us on such occa- 
sions, permit us to quote from the customary prayer. The Elder or Priest who is 
ealled upon to administer the sacrament calls upon the Father according to the 
pattern given by the Lord. After asking him to bless and sanctify what they 
are about to partake of to the souls of all, that they may partake of it in remem— 
brance of the body and blood of his Son, he says—~* And witness unto thee, O God, the 
Eternal Father, that they are willirig to take upon them the name of thy Son, and 
always remember him and keep his commandments which he has given them, that 
they may always have his Spirit to be with them. Amen.” Those who join in this: 
prayer, and partake of the bread and wine, or its substitute, actually renew: their 
eovenant by so doing, before the Lord, to take upon them the name of Jesus, and to: 
keep his commandments. They witness unto the Father, by that act, that they are: 
willing to do those things. If they do not mean to do so, then they lie unto the 
Lord. Jesus, in speaking to his Apostles among the Nephites, after they had par- 
taken of the bread and wine, said—“ Blessed are ye for this thing which ye have 
done; for this is fulfilling my commandments, and this doth witness unto the Father 
that ye are willing to do that which I have commanded you.” 

The proper participation in this ordinance witnessed unto the Father their willing- 
ness to keep his commandments equally as much, in its place, as the ordinance of 
baptism, when it was necessary to be administered. Now, every one who has any 
belief in the Gospel would deem it a very improper and wicked proceeding for any 
persons to go forth and be baptized or re-baptized, knowing that they had been | 

‘Violating plainlawsof heaven, andnot repenting of such violations, but rather cherishing 
them. No true believer in that.ordinance would for one moment expect any good 
results to follow such a baptism as that, however pure the man might be who would — 
administer it. On the contrary, they would expect the anger of the Lord to be | 
kindled against an individual who would act thus hypocritically. Yet this is no 
worse than for Saints to partake of the sacrament with wrong feelings and. thoughts — 


in their hearts, Repentance of every 


H 
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To partake of the sacrament often and in a proper spirit is a very great safe 
guard against apostacy, because the Saints who will do thus will always remember 
the Lord, and as a consequence, according to his promise, shall have his Spirit to be- 
with them. But to partake of it unworthily involves terrible consequences. No. 
Elder can do his duty and permit persons whom he knows are not feeling and doing. 
right to partake of this ordinance. : 

We hope that the importance of the sacrament will be more and more appreciated 
by the Saints; for, where it is properly appreciated, there must be spirit and power. 
No matter how small the Branch of Saints may be that realizes the necessity of par. 
taking of the Lord’s Supper with pure and holy desires, remembering the Lord, they. 
will be full of life and faith: they must grow. And wecan assure them that, whether 
it be an individual or a Braneh, whether an Elder or a member, whether strong or 
weak, all who partake of the flesh and blood of the Lord with acrimonious and uns 
lovable feelings in their hearts must lose the Spirit and dwindle into unbelief. 


Azsstract or News FroM THE CONFERENCES.—Presidents Lyman and Rich, 
in a communication from Bristol, dated Feb. 7, write that, since leaving Liverpool 
for their present tour, they have held 28 meetings, and purposed holding a Confer. 
ence on the following Sunday (13th) at Bristol; after which Elder Lyman intended to 
proceed to London, and Elder Rich to Cheltenham. 

Elder F. M. Lyman, in a letter of the same date from London, after giving a 
succinct report of a Priesthood meeting held there on the 6th, in which Elders Cook, 
Brown, and Staines took a prominent part, says—* All is peace and quiet now in 
this part, and the Saints are generally in good spirits, and striving to serve the Lord 
to the best of their ability. We have a few strangers to listen on Sunday evenings. 
Some of them come out of curiosity to listen to the strange doctrine of ‘Mor« 
' monism,’ and there are others that are returning to the fold, that have been 
separated from the flock, perchance by straying out of the fold and sound of the voiee 
of the true shepherd. ‘There are some that have almost forgotten the sound, and 
there are others that recognize it immediately, and hasten to meet with joy the 
welcome sound of ‘ Come and be blessed.’” : 


VIEWS OF  MORMONISM” AND THE “MORMONS.” 
ELDER E. W. TULLIDGE. 


IEW IV.—IRRESISTIBLENESS OF JOSEPH | by them between “Mormonism” and 
The chosen a | state the case as illustrative of the po 
He comes government divine he bears, | and commanding character of Joseph as 
And'soon the cry shall be, “ Jehovah reigns!” the mightiest of Prophets. 


And with his Saints the endless empire shares. 252 
Behold he comes! and comes to all mankind : ~ Joseph comes fi proclaiming a new 


Behold he comes! Let every nation h ti i dis- 
For God will prove it, and the world will find "The God 


Hie in 
coming brings Messiah's advent near ad foreordained to bring in the times of 


_ _ En our last view of “Mormonism” and | the restitution of all things, and to be thé 
the “ Mormons,” we looked at the enemy's key of the great dispensation spoken of in 
description of Joseph as the American | Scripture as the “dispensation of the 

Mahomet, considered the parallel drawn | fulness of times,” in which “all things” 


hall be restored and em- 
perpetuated in a divine 
universal empire that shall stand for ever. 

Fe comes to build up the kingdom of 

God, towards which the great prophetic 

ones of old so fondly looked, and of which 

so fondly spoke in those massive 

and lofty strains of inspiration. Hecomes 
to begin that great and marvellous 
work of the last days which has not 
only been the theme of all God's holy 

Prophets from the beginning of the world, 
but which has been the hope of the Saints 
in all generations. He comes to repare 
the way for the second advent of Messiah ; 
and his mission and work in their unfold- 
ings will gather together the whole house 
of Israel, and not only restore to Jacob 
pis nationality, but give to him the 
dominant empire of the world. More- 
over, the work and mission which has 
‘been given to him, as the representative 
of the God of Israel, will in its unfoldings 
not only restore all the tribes of Jacob, 
and give to them the presiding nationality, 
according to the covenant of Jehovah to 
Moses, that he would make Israel the 
head of the nations, but it will also bring 
salvation to the Gentiles and healing to 
all the world, according to the covenant 
of God to Abraham—*“In thy seed shall 
all the nations of-the earth be blessed.” 
He comes that all the Prophets might be 
fulfilled, the dispensation of the fulness 
of times opened, and the “ restitution of 
all things” consummated. He comes that 
the Gospel of a new and universal 
Christian dispensation might be preached 
unto all the world as a witness of the 
setting up of the kingdom of heaven, and 
as the sign and preparation for the second 
advent of Christ. He comes. specially 
that Jacob might be redeemed, the 
covenants made with the fathers fulfilled 
and embodied in the “new covenant,” 
which Jehovah promised to make with 
Israel in the last days. 

might 
comforting words spoken to Jerusalem, 
and all the tribes of Jacob revealed and 
gathered to their “ promised” lands. 

_He comes and brings forth from. its 
hiding-place the Book of Mormon, which 
18 the ancient history of the “new world,” 
and contains many important facts con- 
cerning not. only the but also ‘the 
Present and future of that continent. In | 
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nging to the divine | 
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what. is now called the new world,” the 
race of man originated and the garden of 
Eden flourished. The Book of Mormon. 
makes known the facts that it has been a. 
“‘ promised land” from the creation, that. 
it was ultimately given to a branch of 
Joseph, who was sold into Egypt, and. 
destined to be for his seed an everlasting: 
inheritance, and a@ gathering- in the- 
last days for God’s people every 
land, and the place where the mighty. 
Latter-day Kingdom should be established: 
and Zion built up. | 
Joseph the Prophet, then, comes to 
give form and meaning, and a fulfilment. 
and consummation to all this. He comes, 
that upon the “new world” the divine 
empire of the new order of things might. 
receive birth and grow into maturity. 
He comes, that subjects of the Latter-day 
Kingdom of God. might be made, by the 
preaching of the Gospel to every nation, 
and that they might also be gathered: 
together from all nations to form the- 
chief branch of the Israel of the last. days. 
He comes also to bring in the times of the~ 
gathering of the ten tribes, whom God 
shall soon reveal from their hiding« 
places in the North, and that the Jews. 
might return from their long and terrible - 
dispersion, to again becomea nation in the, 
lands of their fathers, and rebuild their~ 
beloved Jerusalem. In short, although 
his mission brings in the days of God's. 
dreadful controversy with all nations,. 
Joseph is raised up that there.might be- 
also brought in that “good time coming,”. 
for which mankind and the earth were. 
created, and which has not only been the 
theme of all God’s holy Prophets, 
which has also of 
great and good and gifted ofall 
both of Israel and the Gentiles. 
is as a bold, rugg 
by the hand of ; but still 
chosen to be the chief stone 
divine universal i 
ing up in. the 


EE 


Eye 


bel 
| 

hrist. she Uy Dy-and reign a 
years. 

He comes! and the world at | 
him as beneath notice, and his mission as 
one which, at most, only a. few. fanatics 
could receive; and it was 
predicted that his work and Church 
of Latter-day. Saints would die almost | 
as soon born But. such 
lived and prevailed; and the Church. 
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which he established flourished and in- 
-ereased, and soon the Saints became 
known as a strange people, and “ Mor- 
monism ” a marvel which lived and grew 
and spread abroad on every hand, and 
‘is now aerasiey | together the elements to 
form a powerful community. 

- He comes! and the contempt and 
indifference first manifested towards him 
and his mission and his disciples soon 
find expression in other and different 
forms. Devils and men are no longer 
indifferent ; and although they professed 
contempt towards him and his people, 
they rage and howl, and spit out such 
names as false prophet, fanatics, money- 
digger, low cunning knaves, and dupes, 
and a variety of similar epithets and vile 
descriptive expressions. 

But, in spite of all this, Joseph comes! 
He comes to the people of this generation ! 
Every day his coming grows broader and 
- bigger, and assumes the character of the 
wonder of the age. On the antagonistic 
eunbelieving side, Joseph and his mission 
‘appear as the astonishment, the by-word, 
the bugbear, and terror of all who 
‘hear thereof. On the other side, the 
atter-day Prophet and his mission 
appear as the salvation and hope of the 
world, foreshadowing the “good time 
coming,” and giving all heaven to work out 
the millennial period of peace and good- 
will to man, and to fulfil the Divine 
purposes and the fond visions of in- 
spiration. 

_ He comes! and from the first moment 
that God sent him he has every day been 
-¢oming, until from six individuals, who 
‘first recognize that coming to prepare the 
greater coming of Christ, all America and 
England and many nations hear of the 
* Prophet Joseph Smith ; and soon all the 
world will hear of him and of that won- 
derful mission and work which his 
coming has Look upon him and 
his mission and his disciples as they may, 
all the world must hear of them and that 
mighty work of religious empire-founding 
which Joseph and the first Elders of the 
Church of Latter-day Saints commenced, 
and which Brigham, his successor, with 
‘the present Apostles, Elders, and com- 
gounity of Saints, is carrying onward. 

Joseph, the Prophet of the Latter-day 

‘Kingdom of God, comes, then; and his 


- -@oming is to all the world and his mission 
to the ends of the earth. He i 
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le; and scarcely has he come, and hardly 
[ his mighty work begun, or “Mor. 
monism” reached more than its first 
stages, when signs are made by the 
enemy, witnessing to the tness of his 
mission. In spite of all the low epithets 
and villanous slanders—in spite of the 
howlings of men and devils—in spite of 
the rage and violence of mobs, and the 
drivings from State to State of the Pro. 
phet and his disciples,—in spite of this, 
and much more than we can attempt to 
describe of the irresistibleness of J 
and his mission, important acknowledg- 
ments are wrung from the Gentiles. Heis 
to them an impostor, money-digger, &c., 
—in faet, everything that the wieked or 
the sceptic were disposed to view him: 
still, even the bitterest of his pri 
declaimers, as well as more friendly — 
tics, and men who-rank among the world’s 
social philosophers, lift him to the 
public gaze as the great wonder of the 
nineteenth century. | 
The fact is, those who have at all 
viewed the subject of “Mormonism” and — 
the “ Mormons,” and whose serious at- 
tention has been drawn even to a super- 
ficial and passing contemplation of the — 
Prophet of the nineteenth century, have 
seen in him and his mission the com- 
manding empire-founding character and 
enius. They did not, nor do they un 
erstand him or his mission; nor didthey | 
rightly view him or paint his proper like- 
ness. But they had to feel his weight; 
and, in spite of themselves, they to 
acknow that weight; and, under its 
irresistible force, they cry out—*The 
American Mahomet of the ni 
century!” They name him in hate and 
rage, and in their hate and rage they 
design to give him the worst of names. 
But, and perhaps half unconsciously and 
without knowing it, they bear strong, - 


though indirect testimony of the irresis~ 
tible forcefulness of Joseph’s prophetic 
character and the immensity his. 


mission. 
This Gentile acknowledgement of 
Joseph, the Prophet of the Latter-day 
Kingdom, is similar to the acknowledg- 
ment made by the devils of the Divine 
claims and power of Jesus, and like the 
forced admission of his miracle-working 
power wrung from the Jews when they 
said, “ He casteth out devils by 
the prince of devils.” 


his 
work—he advances onward with his peo- 


or have the world yet discovered that 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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given 


from, and which is now being carried on- 
ward by 


and-b 
of both these 


world. But rather than finding that they 
have painted them from originals of too 
massive a character, and made * Mor- 
-monism too important by comparing it to 
Mahometanism, they are constantly dis- 
covering that the work of the Latter- 
day Saints, or, as we have been viewing 
them, the Latter-day Empire-founders, 
is far more stupendous and irresistible 
than they had imagined. They will also 
discover that it has a broader and far 
more certain and lasting destiny than 
they have imagined ; and it will, by-and- 
by, be universally acknowledged that 
Joseph is as remarkable a man as ever 
trod the face of the earth, while the 
Saints will continue to view him as 
the greatest Prophet of the Israelitish 


fact, the future mighty empire of 
“Mormondom” has already often been 
foreshadowed in Gentile prophecies, pre- 
sentiments, and fears; and day after day 
a feeling is fast coming over the people 
that the work which has grown out of 
the mission of Joseph, and now carried 
onward under the headship of Brigham, 
will soon form the most important part of 
the awfully stupendous drama of the Jast 
days. Aye, it was this very presentiment 
of the future empire of the Saints which 
had from the first been growing up in the 
minds of the people of America, that 
them to the desperate, murderous, 

and unlawful attempts to root up the 
work of God, destroy the mission of 
Joseph, murder him and some of his chief 
followers, blot. out the destiny of * Mor- 
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ham | in its hist 


monism,” and exterminate the Saints. | 


It is because there has, day after day, and 


AND THE “MoRMONS.” 


after year, grown up and fast spread 
a with it a 
fear of the empire-founding character of | 
“ Mormonism” and the “Mormons,” that 
this Church has such heartrending pages 
ory. Itis because of the growth 
of this presentiment and fear that a Joseph, 
a Hyrum, a Parley, a David Patten, and 
many others of the chief Elders and ~ 
Saints have been directly or indirectly 
martyred, From the same cause, the 
community of Saints have been driven 
from State to State in America, until - 
they reached the Rocky Mountains, far 
beyond “civilization,” and until finally the 
United States arose, in the awful majesty 
of a mighty nation about to take the 
fearful responsibility of entering the 
bloody battlefield, and, in spite of the faet: 
that Utah was one of their own Terri- 


tories, sent their marshalled ag 


Oo 
make a war of extermination upon the 
community of Saints. Nor has this 
growing, spreading presentiment of the 
future empire of “Mormondom” been 
less terrible to its enemies because they 
have not clearly seen its end or destiny; 
nor have they gathered much comfort, 
nor their presentiment of some great un- 
known futurg and dominant destiny for 
the Saints been weakened by the failures 
of mobs and States, and finally the failure 
of the United States to stop the growing 
work of the empire-founding community 
of Saints. 

Moreover, the mission of J has 
not, since his and his brother Hyrum’s 
martyrdom, lost any of its irresistibleness,. 
but has increased immensely its forcefal- 
ness; nor have the “ Mormons” lost their — 
empire-founding character. The reverse 


is the case. | 3 

Joseph, although behind the vail and 
invisible, still continues the t mission 
which God committed to him, while on 
this side of the vail the visible Brigham 
and the other Apostles and Elders are 
mightily co-operating with him. Thus. 
is God’s great Latter-day Prophet still: 
marching onward with his followers and. 
empire-founding work. | 


Discovery OF THE CIRCULATION oF THE Gazette 
ebdomadaire of the 23rd instant quotes Italian verses extracted from a work of one 


d’Ascoli, 
only in 1476, which verses 
“irculation of the blood as 


who was born in 1257, but whose poem, entitled “ Acerbo,” was printed: 
might be so construed as to contain a clear statement ofthe — 
discovered by Harvey. Cecco was burned as a heretic in 1347. 


have painted Joseph too great, or 
a important character of his 
mm, and the work which grew there- 
Apostle—his great successor, Brig 
ss The Gentiles, however, will by- 
at a better understanding 
a chief empire-founders of 
Latter-day Israel, and draw a likeness of 
these men from a more divine class of 
. than the Mahomets of the 
| 
| 


‘-conflicting, that I forbear to state them. 


the subject, insisted that the offender be 
given up, and 3,000 dollars be paid before 


_ together with the actual secession of 


' these things the rapid strides of fulfilling 
‘blood - stained 
But I am 


your 
' must conclude by saying, however, that . 
‘the lecture delivered by i 


promise, I take up 
‘few lines to you. 


“place; in fact, there has been a storm 
-every few days. 


‘Indians have not been able to come in 
“and papooses have their feet so badly 


‘have been notified of the payment of their 
annuities by their agent, but have not | 


“mind. As far asI can obtain the facts, 
| “it is more wanton than necessitous. 


‘making employment hard to obtain, pro- 
' ducing much want amongst the poor; 


Dear Brother Cannon,—According to 


have had con- 
siderable snow ever since you left this 


The severity of the 
“weather has been such, that the Pawnee 
from their winter hunt. The squaws 


frozen, that they cannot travel. Bad 
indeed must be their condition, for they 


come in to receive them. 

There is a great deal of excitement at 
Kearney city just now. It appears that 
one of the settlers shot two youths, sons 
-of the head chief of the Sioux. The 
statements of the cause for shooting is so 


However, the chief, in his remarks made 
at a council held in Fort Kearney upon 


grass comes, or he will make war upon 
‘the whites, and have revenge. Time will 
tell. It is true the Sioux have been very 
‘troublesome the past season; but how far 
‘the present case of shooting can be 
justified, is extremely doubtful in my 


‘The hostile position of the Slave States, 


South Carolina, is paralysing trade and 


‘nevertheless, whilst the Saints see’ in 


prophecy, and the realization of Joseph’s 
‘mission, the wicked and purse-proud and 


‘shrug the shoulders and wag the 
saying, It will soon pass—we are wise. | 
No, verily, no: they are wise in their own 
-conceits, and their destruction is 
an 


resident Orson 


my pen to address a | 
We 


bless me to this end. 


ressors significantly | 
P sign 


Pratt, and the remarks made by-yourself 


_ CORRESPONDENCE. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
AMERICA. and others in the Court-house in Omaha 
. city, has aroused a deep feeling of inquiry 
Genoa, Nebraska Territory, in the minds of men in high places, 
January 4,1861. | With kind regards to yourself, sister Can. 


non, and all the Saints, 


I am truly yours, 
Henry J. Hupson. 


SCOTLAND. 


Edinburgh, Jan. 27, 1861. 
President George Q. Cannon. 

Dear Sir,— Yesterday I met with 
several Branches of the Edinburgh 
Conference at a place called Bathgate, 
about sixteen miles from here. My object 
in meeting with the Saints is to instruct 
them in their duties and cement the 
Priesthood and the people in the bonds 


of love and brotherly affection. It has 


been a common thing for brethren in the 
Priesthood to sit down together and 
artake of the sacrament with bitterness 
in their, hearts one towards the other; 
after at the same time, 
upon the people to forgive one another. 
This is the lukewarm- 
ness that exists among the Saints in 
Scotland. My desire is to purify my 
own heart, and get my brethren to for- 

ive one another; then our Father in 
eaven will forgive us and pour out his 
Holy Spirit upon us in greater abun- 
dance than we have ever enjoyed it 
before. The Saints are all feeling well, 
and manifest a willingness to do right. 
This is all that is in the way of a great 
and a good work being done in Scotland. 
I pray God, my Heavenly Father, to — 


Brother Baxter has gone to the Glasgow 
Conference. 
Pray that I may ever have the Spirit 
of God to rest mightily upon me, , that 
my brethren, seeing my good works, may 
be led to serve God. As ever your 


brother in the covenant of Priesth 


Davip M. Stvakt. 


WALES 


Carmarthen, February 9, 1861. 
President Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—I arrived here last 
evening in company with brother David 


_ SUMMARY. 


the President of the Llanelly 


Davies, Brother Isaac Jones, a 


the revelation given to Josep 
rolina, we. There is considerable ex- 
citement already in this town. I have 
ust returned from the Editor of the above 
‘paper, who appeared very friendly, and 
remarked that the revelation was very 
striking. 1 thanked him kindly for pub- 
lishing it, The brethren and myself have . 
bought several of the Weekly Reporter, 
which we intend to send to different in- | 
dividuals. 

A very le merchant came to | 
me last night, after reading the revelation 
in the Weekly Reporter, and seemed to 


be very much interested concerning it. | 


He has invited me to call and see him 
to-day. 
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Some say that the “ Mormons” have 
made the revelation, and that it is nothing 


ch, | but a humbug just got up. One gentle- 
of Great Price” 


man bought the “Pearl 
of us last evening, which was in 
print in the Welsh e nine 
now the fi | 
the people yet, as the Reporter wencnly 
out of press last evening. | ' 
The Saints feel well in the Conferences 
that I have visited. They are poor in 
pocket, but rich in faith. Trade in this 
country is very dull: wages low. We 
look for better times to come. 
My prayer is that the Lord may bless 
pirit, pros ou “in 
bours. My to and 
sister Cannon, and the bret in the 
brother 
remain your in the Gospel of 
THOMAS JEREMY. 


‘SUMMARY. OF NEWS AND PASSING EVENTS. 


GENERAL.—Popular disturbances have again taken place in Naples, and the printing 
presses of the Royalist newspapers broken. Reactionary movements have broken out at 
Reggio. A popular movement has also been suppressed at San Marino, where reactionary 
bands are still organizing. The city of Fiume, with the surrounding district, has been — 
declared in a state of seige. An official dispatch states that Achiavone, one of the chiefs 
of the reactionary bands in the Abruzzi, had surrendered. Fighting continues to take 
place, and a spirit of revenge is displayed on both:sides. Villages are set on fire, and 


Sardinian officers cut to pieces. 


Sardinia has claimed the restoration of the soldiers 


made prisoners by the Papal Zouaves, and has arrested the Bishop of Sabini as hostage. 
The Paris papers publish a telegram from Constantinople, dated Feb. 2, announcing that 
the European Commission at Beyrout had proposed to establish in Syria one sole Govern- 


ment for the Christian inhabitants, under 


the protection of the European Powers. 


According to the same telegram, the Porte had proposed the establishment of two 
Governments, with general councils, composed of Christian and Mussulman members. . 
AmERICAN.—Another star has fallen. The Lonisiana State Convention has passed the 


following secession ordinance :—“ We, the people of the State of Louisiana, in convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained, that the ordi- 
‘nanee passed by this State on the 22nd of November, 1807, whereby the constitution of 
the United States of America, and the amendments of said constitution were adopted, and 
all the laws and ordinances by which Louisiana became a member of the Federal Union, 
be, and the same are hereby repealed and abrogated; and the union now subsisting 
between Louisiana and the other States, under the name of the United States of America, 
is hereby dissolved. We further declare and ordain that the State of Louisiana hereby 
resumes the rights and powers heretofore delegated to the Gevernment of the United 
. States of America, and its citizens absolved from allegiance to the said Government, and — 
she isin full possession of all the rights and sovereignty that appertain to a free and inde- 
Sct State.” A gold pen was given each member with which to sign the ordinance of 
secession. 


A sHrewp observer was asked, on visiting London, to name what appeared to him most 
remarkable in the great metropolis. He replied—* There is nothing so astonishing to 
‘Me _as the wealth it displays, except its poverty.” | 


Elder in the Carmarthen Drax 

in getting the Editor of 

marten Weekly Reporter to publish 

| 

| 

| 


